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AUNG SAN SUU KYI 

Statement 

HON LIZ BEHJAT (North Metropolitan) [9.55 pm]: On Saturday evening I attended a wonderful function 

organised by Tribal Refugee Welfare of Western Australia Inc and the tireless efforts of Conny and Keith 

Allmark and their extended family. I have spoken in this place before about Conny and Keith and the wonderful 

work that they do with the Karen people—refugees from Burma. The function was a celebration of the sixty-

seventh birthday of Aung San Suu Kyi. This is not the first time I have celebrated her birthday with this group of 

people, but on this particular occasion it was an especially wonderful evening given that, at the same time we 

were celebrating her birthday here in Perth, she was in Oslo accepting her Nobel Peace Prize and delivering her 

lecture—the prize she was awarded 21 years ago. It has only taken her 21 years to get there to deliver her speech. 

Of course, in 1991, when she was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize, she was unable to travel to accept it for fear of 

never being able to return to Burma. What a wonderful celebration it was on Saturday night, when we think of 

the journey that this woman has made. She is still on the same journey, carrying on the fantastic work of her 

father, who was well known for fighting for democracy in Burma. I will now quote from the original citation that 

was delivered at the time of the award ceremony in 1991. It states, in part — 

We are assembled here today to honour Aung San Suu Kyi for her outstanding work for democracy and 

human rights, and to present to her the Nobel Peace Prize for 1991. The occasion gives rise to many and 

partly conflicting emotions. The Peace Prize Laureate is unable to be here herself. The great work we 

are acknowledging has yet to be concluded. She is still fighting the good fight. Her courage and 

commitment find her a prisoner of conscience in her own country, Burma. Her absence fills us with fear 

and anxiety, which can nevertheless only be a faint shadow of the fear and anxiety felt by her family. 

We welcome this opportunity of expressing our deepest sympathy with them, with her husband, 

Michael Aris, and with her sons, Alexander and Kim. We feel with you, and we are very grateful to you 

for coming to Oslo to receive the Nobel Prize on behalf of your wife and mother. 

On Saturday in Oslo, her two sons were able to be with her while she delivered her lecture; unfortunately, her 

husband has since passed on so he was not there in body, but I am sure he was there in spirit. I ask members to 

either read the transcript of the speech she delivered on Saturday or to watch a video of it, because it really was 

an inspiring speech by an amazingly inspiring woman. She spoke about peace and said, in part — 

Absolute peace in our world is an unattainable goal. But it is one towards which we must continue to 

journey, our eyes fixed on it as a traveler in a desert fixes his eyes on the one guiding star that will lead 

him to salvation. Even if we do not achieve perfect peace on earth, because perfect peace is not of this 

earth, common endeavors to gain peace will unite individuals and nations in trust and friendship and 

help to make our human community safer and kinder. 

She goes on to speak about kindnesses shown to her during the time she was incarcerated; she said that it might 

just be the words of a stranger or the touch of someone, but that kindness certainly went a long way towards 

making her house arrest more bearable. Something that was spoken about during the citation was the fear and 

anxiety that she must have felt, but she herself has said that she never feared and always maintained her belief 

that one day she could help bring democracy to Burma. 

She is now free to travel and has been elected to the Burmese Parliament. Burma is not yet completely 

democratic; as recently as last week, we saw uprisings in the north of the country, with several hundred people 

injured and about 50 people killed. Recently she was interviewed and the question was put to her: on a scale of 

one to 10, how far did she think Burma had gone in respect of democracy? She thought about it for a moment 

and said, ―I think we’re just about getting towards a one‖. Burma is not there yet and there is a long way to go 

with the work that she is doing. 

One of the other things Aung San Suu Kyi spoke about in her lecture on Saturday was travelling to the Thai–

Burma border. Members know that I have spoken in this house before about the wonderful work being done by 

Dr Cynthia Maung and others on the border of Thailand and Burma with the thousands of refugees. Aung San 

Suu Kyi visited one of these villages recently and spoke to the people there running the centres. She said that 

they spoke of their concern over donor fatigue, which can also translate as compassion fatigue. Donor fatigue 

expresses itself precisely in the reduction of funding. Compassion fatigue expresses itself less obviously in the 

reduction of concern. She was actually trying to impress on people not to give up what they are doing in relation 

to sending aid to these countries and giving them assistance to ensure that they can continue their fight for 

democracy. 

On that note, I was very heartened to see Australia’s Minister for Foreign Affairs recently travelling to the region 

and meeting with the President of Burma and also with Aung San Suu Kyi, Leader of the Opposition, and 

inviting them both to visit Australia in the near future. I know that the people from Tribal Refugee Welfare are 



Extract from Hansard 

[COUNCIL — Tuesday, 19 June 2012] 

 p3831b-3832a 

Hon Liz Behjat 

 [2] 

most anxious if she does make that trip to Australia that she includes Perth on the agenda. However, I was 

pleased to see the foreign minister making some announcements on Australia increasing aid to Burma; also that 

Australia would lift its remaining targeted travel and financial sanctions against Burma to encourage further 

democratic reform; and of course that the arms embargo will remain in place. Also on 7 June the federal 

government announced a new $3 million package of Australian assistance to assist the government of Burma to 

meet human rights commitments, including obligations under the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. 

The support package will also seek to address human rights issues through policy development and training of 

government officials. Aid will be doubled to $100 million a year by 2015. The aid program in the country will 

jump from $48.8 million this year to $63.8 million next year. Australia is the second largest bilateral donor to 

Burma. On 9 June the federal government further announced a new education package to be provided through 

AusAID, with Australia’s aid totalling more than $80 million over the next four years for education and 

scholarships. 

Attending the function with me was a close associate of mine, Mr Chris Hatton, who is a candidate in the 

forthcoming election. He also spoke that evening about the importance of bringing education to these countries 

and that there is a much better chance for democracy in the future if there is an understanding and a better 

education system in place. 

I want to go on the record to thank Conny and Keith for again showing us a wonderful evening. We had some 

fabulous Burmese food, which is one thing we can always be guaranteed of when we attend any function that 

Conny and Keith organise. As I said, it was an incredibly special evening to be with these wonderful people who 

do wonderful work for the Karen community here in Western Australia. I want to thank them very much for 

having me there on Saturday. I also ask members to go away and think about the work that Aung San Suu Kyi 

does in her fight for democracy and to think about how lucky we are to be in a place like this where we can 

speak freely every day on any subject and it does not matter, and that we will get home safely tonight. So, good 

luck to all of them, and I once again thank Tribal Refugee Welfare. 

 


